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in such an environment and in such an age there was nothing
that was not in some way connected with religion. It is there-
fore merely for the sake of clearness that I propose to separate
the documents mainly concerned with the political aspect of
Jewish life from those which deal with its religious aspect. All
I shall do in the way of amplification will be to note an occasional
name or date and to fix accurately the few landmarks that are
absolutely necessary for the understanding of our problem.

II

THE REMAINS OF THE HISTORICAL LITERATURE

Of all the wealth of literature, Jewish, Greek, and even
Latin, produced during this period, only fragments remain.
Many works are only known by their titles, or by a few meagre
fragments; and no doubt an even greater proportion has
disappeared completely, leaving no trace. At the present time
our principal, indeed almost our sole sources of information
are the two Books of the Maccabees and the works of Josephus.
Such scanty additions as are possible come first from Greek
and Latin historical writings which deal with this period and
then from the Rabbinical literature whose chronology is so
uncertain that it must be used with great caution.

In Aramaic maqqaba means " hammer," while maqqabi is the
" hammerer." Hence, when Judas, the third son of Mattathias
and the head of the Jewish State from 165-161 B.C., was sur-
named Maccabceus, it was because he had caused the enemies
of Israel to feel the crushing weight of his arm. In the same
way Charlemagne's grandfather, Charles, who conquered the
Arabs at Poitiers, received the name of Martel. The epithet
remained in the family of Judas, and was used on several
occasions to honour those who championed the Jewish faith
against the Greeks. Jewish writers sometimes refer to the
First Book of Maccabees 1 as the Book of the Hasmonceans,
because the grandfather of Mattathias was called Ehashmon
(Greek sAaa/j,a>valo^ = Asmonseus, or Hasmonseus.2 All his
successors are included under this designation).3

The First Book of Maccabees covers the period from 175-

1  C/. B. Niese, Kritik der beiden Makkabderbucher, Berlin, 1899.

2  Jos., AriL> xii, 6, 1.

3  C/. LXXV, i, 32 ff.; iii, 139 ff. ; 159 ff. ; EB, art. Maccabees (First
Book) and Maccabees (Second Book) ;   CCLXIX, i,  24 ff.    Les Livres
apocryphes de rAncien Testament, published by tlie Societe biblique de
Paris in 1909, anonymously, is the best French translation.